
Developing global citizenship through 
intercultural language learning
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01.
The value of learning 

a language



“the utilitarian argument is becoming less and less 
relevant. We need to focus on how language learning opens 

up horizons and that it prompts us to listen to different 
worldviews”
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This critical turn prompts us to…
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Accept PLURILINGUALISM 

AS THE NORM
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recognise AND develop 

OUR OWN DIVERSITY



Value of language learning
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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP
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WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

Global 
citizenship 
education

Student 
empowerment

International 
mindedness

Social 
sustainability

Intercultural 
thinking



02.
intercultural

language learning



“Intercultural language learning requires the construction of 
curriculum that views intercultural interactions as pervasive 

in all languages learning contexts. Intercultural language 
learning […] views interculturality as intrinsic to all language 

interactions and communication, differentiating between 
knowledge about another culture and deep intercultural 

understanding through language learning. 

- Lo bianco & slaughter



What aspects of intercultural language 
learning resonate with you the most?





Multiple roles of the language learner  
- an intercultural perspective -

Learner as focus

Learner as user

Learner as 

intercultural speaker

Learner as a person



Digital literacy
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DEVELOPING THE SKILLS OUR 
STUDENTS NEED TO BUILD A 
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

INTERCULTURAL 
UNDERSTANDINGS

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

DIGITAL LITERACYIntercultural 
Language 
Learning



Wa context
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Your turn! 
Any questions, comments, suggestions?

Thank you!


